
 
 

Accuplacer Cut Scores for ESL 
 
Working with Department of Institutional Effectiveness in fall 2015, Coastline English as a Second Language (ESL) 
faculty members conducted parallel Compass ACT and Accuplacer assessment by administering both tests during the 
same week to samples of students at each of the seven levels of ESL courses. The sample for the assessment consisted 
of 131 students that were actively enrolled in an ESL course in the fall 2015 term.  
 
The Department of Institutional Effectiveness worked with the chair of ESL to discuss the difference between the 
Compass ACT and Accuplacer placement instruments. The comparison of the components of each instrument showed 
that Compass ACT produces individual scores for reading, grammar, and listening, while Accuplacer produces 
individual scores for reading, sentence structure, and language. For the purposes of consistency and commonality in 
the comparison, the study only took into account the reading and grammar portions of the Compass ACT assessment, 
excluding the listening component of the assessment. Reading and grammar scores from the Compass ACT 
assessment were summed to create a composite score. Similarly, reading, sentence structure, and language scores 
produced by the Accuplacer assessment instrument were summed to create a composite score for each student.  
 
Prior to conducting any statistical analyses, the researchers assessed the degree of normality through assessment of 
the data distribution for the Compass ACT and Accuplacer composite scores. The findings showed the data to be 
normally distributed (i.e., not skewed).  
 
To determine if a relationship existed between the Compass ACT and Accuplacer composite scores, Pearson’s 
correlation coefficient was calculated. The output of the analysis suggested a strong relationships exists between the 
two placement instruments (r=0.87). 
 
Additionally, a regression analysis was conducted to assess the impact of the Accuplacer composite score on level of 
placement as outlined by the Compass ACT instrument. The findings showed that the relationship between Accuplacer 
composite score and placement level are statistically significant, positive, and linear (p<0.001, r2=0.689).   
 
A mean Accuplacer composite score was calculated at each placement level. Ranges (the placement cut scores) were 
then developed based on the midpoint between each mean for each placement level. The following table presents 
the determined cut scores for the ESL Accuplacer instrument.    
 

ESL Level Accuplacer Composite Score 

1A ≤153 

1B 154-179 

2A 180-209 

2B 210-244 

3A 245-273 

3B 274-304 

4A ≥305 

 


